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Not only are we the freest of kings, we are also priests forever, 
which is far more excellent than being kings, for as priests we are 
worthy to appear before God to pray for others and to teach one 

another divine things.
Martin Luther

 
But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling 
of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people, God's instruments 
to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-

and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to something, 
from rejected to accepted.

St Peter



4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different 

kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at 
work. 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit a message of 

wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 
9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 

tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 
the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, 

just as he determines.



12Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as 

to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all 
given the one Spirit to drink. 14Even so the body is not made up of one part 
but of many.15Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the 
body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact 

God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted 
them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, 

there are many parts, but one body.



21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot 
say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we 

think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are 
un-presentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable 

parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving 
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no 

division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it.27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 

of you is a part of it. 28And God has placed in the church first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 

healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all 

have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31Now 
eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-31
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A BIBLICAL VISION
OF THE CHURCH





COMMONALITY



•I feel that I am capable of accomplishing more than I am 
presently achieving.
•I sense that God wants to use me in a meaningful way, but 
I’m not sure how. 
•My frustration and confusion about not knowing just what to 
do makes me less confident and competent. 
•I desire to be more fruitful and fulfilled, making a difference 
with my life.
•There must be something wrong with me because I still have 
not been able to figure out what I should be doing.
•I feel guilty and tired for saying “no” to the things I’m not 
interested in doing 



NATURE OF THE
HIGH PRIEST



1 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly 
sanctuary. 2 A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lamp stand 
and the table with its consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place.  3 
Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place,        4 

which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the 
covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had 

budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.
Hebrews 9:1-4

When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly 
into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7 But only the high priest 

entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, 
which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in 

ignorance.
Hebrews 9:6-7





But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high 
calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people, God's 

instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others 
of the night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing 

to something, from rejected to accepted.
1 Peter 2:9-10 (MSG)



Not only are we the freest of kings, we are also priests forever, 
which is far more excellent than being kings, for as priests we 

are worthy to appear before God to pray for others and to 
teach one another divine things.

Martin Luther, The Early Years, Christian History



WHAT DOES IT MEAN, 
IF WE ARE ALL
PRIESTS?



•Direct Access
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•Direct Access
•Set Apart
•All Instruments
•Community



Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a 
special function, 5 so it is with Christ’s body. We are many 
parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.6 In his 

grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things 
well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out 

with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is 
serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach 

well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it 
is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership 

ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

Romans 12:4-8 (NLT) 



NATURE OF GIFTS?



•What



A spiritual gift is an expression of the Holy Spirit in the life of 
believers which empowers them to serve the body of Christ, 

the church. 
Gene Wilkes



•What
•Where



4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 
distributes them. 5There are different kinds of service, but 

the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but in 
all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good. 11All these are the work of one and the 
same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as 

he determines.
1 Corinthians 12:4-7; 11



1 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “See, I have chosen 
Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of 

Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all 

kinds of skills— 4 to make artistic designs for work in gold, 
silver and bronze, 5 to cut and set stones, to work in wood, 

and to engage in all kinds of crafts. 6 Moreover, I have 
appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, to 

help him. Also I have given ability to all the skilled workers to 
make everything I have commanded you.

Exodus 31:1-6



•What
•Where
•Why



11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 
be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13
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•What
•Where
•Why
•Who
•How



•Passion (where)



My passion is ___________________ so I should be serving 
in a ministry committed to __________________. 



•Passion (where)
•Style (how)



1. How am I energized (people or tasks)
2. How am I organized (high or low structure) 



High People
Low Structure

Low People
Low Structure

High People
High Structure

Low People
High Structure



•Passion (where)
•Style (how)
•Gifts (what we do)





Spiritual Gift:  	 Encouragement, Giving, Teaching

Personal Style:   	Structured/People

Passion:	 	 	 Financial Stewardship seminar instructor, 
	 	 	 	 	 budget counselor, curriculum developer, 
	 	 	 	 	 serve on budget team/benevolence 
	 	 	 	 	 	 ministry fund-raiser 



APPLICATION
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•Abide
•Seek
•Consult
•Follow
•Practice
•Celebrate
•Practice
•Abide



But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high 
calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people, God's 

instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others 
of the night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing 

to something, from rejected to accepted.
1 Peter 2:9-10 (MSG)
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11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 

and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up 

Ephesians 4


