


14Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. ™>Now if
the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if
the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. '/If the
whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the

whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 8But in
fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be.

St Paul to the Corinthians Church

The call of the gospel is for the church to implement the victory of
God in the world through suffering love. The cross is not just an
example to be followed; it is an achievement to be worked out, put
into practice. It is what God now wants to do by his Spirit, in the
world, through his people.

N.T. Wright. Evil and the Justice of God.




12Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many
parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 3For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit
to drink. 1“Even so the body is not made up of one part but of
many. "Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand,

| do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason
cease to be part of the body. 1°And if the ear should say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the
whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing
be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of
smell be? 8But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. °If they
were all one part, where would the body be?




20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 2'The eye
cannot say to the hand, “l don’'t need you!” And the head
cannot say to the feet, “| don’t need you!” 220n the contrary,
those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put
the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that
lacked it, 2°so that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part Is
honored, every part rejoices with it. 2’Now you are the body of
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
1 Corinthians 12
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Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to
be part of the body. °And if the ear should say, “Because |
am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” it would not for
that reason cease to be part of the body. '/If the whole body
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?




18But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one
of them, just as he wanted them to be. '°If they were all one
part, where would the body be? 2°As it is, there are many
parts, but one body. ¢’The eye cannot say to the hand, “I
don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “l don’t
need you!” . 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 2/Now you are
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! 18All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the

ministry of reconciliation: ®that God was reconciling the world
to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
2OWe are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2'God made him who

had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5
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18Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or
drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon
celebration or a Sabbath day. '"These are a shadow of the

things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in
Christ. Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and
the worship of angels disqualify you. Such people also go into
great detail about what they have seen, and their unspiritual
minds puff them up with idle notions. ®They have lost
connection with the head, from whom the whole body,
supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews,
grows as God causes it to grow.
Colossians 2




It can only be that God begins in a small way, at one single place
in the world. There must be a place visible, tangible, where the
salvation of the world can begin: that is, where the world
becomes what it is supposed to be according to God’s plan.
Beginning at that place, the new thing can spread abroad, but not

through persuasion, not through indoctrination, not through

violence. Everyone must

have the opportunity to come and see.

All must have the change to behold and test this new thing. Then,

If they want to, they can

allow themselves to be drawn into the

history of salvation that God is creating. Only in that way can their
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whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 8But in
fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
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St Paul to the Corinthians Church

The call of the gospel is for the church to implement the victory of
God in the world through suffering love. The cross is not just an
example to be followed; it is an achievement to be worked out, put
into practice. It is what God now wants to do by his Spirit, in the
world, through his people.

N.T. Wright. Evil and the Justice of God.




