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A Summer Discussion Group on how to integrate faith and work, and use

8/30/09 CENTRAL PARK 1-3PM your career in a missional way to bring restoration and renewal to the

city.




INTEGRATING FAITH AND WORK

The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger
meet. —Frederick Buechner

A THEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION TO WORK

¢ The creation mandate

¢ The renewal mandate

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR A MISSIONAL CAREER

1. MOTIVATION AND DISCIPLESHIP

Genesis 2

19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that
was its name. 29 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

1 Thessalonians 4 v 11

This should be your ambition: to live a quiet life, minding your own business and working with your hands, just as
we commanded you before. As a resull, people who are not Christians will respect the way you live, and you will not
need to depend on others to meet your financial needs.

1 Corinthians 10 v 31
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

2. EVANGELISM

1 Peter 3v 15

15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everpone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 15keeping a clear conscience, so that
those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of thewr slander.

Colossians 4 v 2
9Be wisein the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. SLet your conversation be always
Jull of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
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3. EXCELLENCE AND INFLUENCE

Colossians 3 v 17

17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Fesus, gwing thanks to God the

Father through him.

Colossians 3 v 22

22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their

Javor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for men, 2% since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.

1t 15 the Lord Christ you are serving.

Proverbs 22 v 19

Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men.




4. INDUSTRY RENEWAL AND THE REDEMPTIVE EDGE

*  Making all things new

*  When culture accelerates, it organizes into systems

Isaiah 60 v 5

Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought
to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and
Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. All
Kedar’s flocks will be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth will serve you; they will be accepted as offerings on my
altar, and I will adorn my glorious temple.

9 “Who are these that fly along like clouds, like doves to their nests? Surely the islands look to me; in the

lead are the ships of Tarshish, bringing your sons from afar, with their silver and gold, to the honor of the LORD
your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.

1Y our gates will always stand open, they will never be shut, day or night, so that men may bring you the wealth of
the nations—their kings led in triumphal procession. 16. You will drink the milk of nations and be nursed at royal
breasts.

Revelation 21 v 22

22 [ did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is ils lamp. 2* The nations
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be
shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.

5. STEWARDING YOUR GIFTS TO SERVE THE CITY

Isaiah 58

“Shout 1t aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Declare to my people their rebellion and to the
house of Facob their sins. For day afler day they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, as if they were a
nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its God. They ask me for just decisions and
seem eager for God to come near them. 3‘Why have we fasted,” they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we
humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’

“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. *Your fasting ends in
quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your
voice to be heard on high. 3 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? Is it only

Jor bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable
to the LORD?

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the
yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the
poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own_flesh and
blood? ¢ Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the
LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am 1.

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, %and if you
spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the




darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your
needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring
whose waters never fail. 12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you
will be called Repavrer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.

“If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call
the Sabbath a delight and the LORD’s holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not
doing as you please or speaking idle words, 1*then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride
on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.” The mouth of the LORD has spoken.

6. RENEWAL, REST, RESISTANCE, AND THE KINGDOM

*  Mythic success examined

*  The shadow side of success

¢ Rest

¢ Renewal

*  The Kingdom of God




